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The organising committee of the 31st International Congress of Papyrology is grateful for the 
enthusiastic response to the Call for Papers. Had we kept to the usual congress structure, 
the number of proposals we accepted would have exceeded the program’s capacities. For 
this reason – and because we believe it essential that every researcher who submitted a 
suitable abstract, independently of their career stage, should have the opportunity to present 
their research – we have decided to extend each afternoon session by half an hour and to 
hold a sixth parallel session on two mornings. We hope this will be received positively by 
participants, despite the logistical challenges this might pose, and we are sure that the 
enjoyable atmosphere of our Cologne summer evenings will provide some compensation 
for the slightly longer conference times. 
 
Registration  
As mentioned in the previous Circular Letter and as reminded on the PAPY-list, the 
preferential fee (so-called “early bird” payment) expired on December 31, 2024. Registration 
still remains possible until May 31, 2025 at this address.  
 
Congress venue  
The parallel sessions will take place at 
the Seminargebäude on the premises of 
the University of Cologne, Albertus-
Magnus-Platz, D-50923 Cologne. Further 
details concerning the rooms and areas 
in which the plenary sessions, the poster 
exhibition, the coffee breaks, and the AIP-
assembly on Saturday will take place will 
be provided at a later stage. 
 We have recently been informed 
that construction works involving various buildings at the University’s main campus and on 
Albertus-Magnus-Platz will start in Spring 2025 and will therefore impact the Congress. We 
apologise in advance for this circumstance. 
 
Draft Program  
Sunday July 27 (afternoon): Registration begins on site  
Monday July 28 - Friday August 1: Congress (Wednesday afternoon free, plenary sessions 
on Friday afternoon)  

Monday July 28, morning: after the opening ceremony and the first parallel sessions, 
lunch will be provided for all the participants (the precise location will be announced 
at a later stage, but will be in the vicinity of the Congress venue) 
Monday July 28, evening: Dinner Reception at the Leonardo Royal Hotel am 
Stadtwald (kindly sponsored by the Centro Internazionale per lo Studio dei Papiri 
Ercolanesi) 
Wednesday July 30: free afternoon (options for excursions will be provided at a later 

stage) 
Friday August 1, evening: Gala Dinner at the Wolkenburg (included in all categories 

of Congress Fees)  
Saturday August 2: AIP General Assembly 

https://papyrocongress2025.uni-koeln.de/en/registration/registration
https://verwaltung.uni-koeln.de/abteilung54/content/sachgebiet_1/haus__u_objektbetreuung/106___seminargebaeude/index_ger.html
https://www.leonardo-hotels.com/cologne/leonardo-royal-hotel-koln-am-stadtwald
https://www.leonardo-hotels.com/cologne/leonardo-royal-hotel-koln-am-stadtwald
https://wolkenburg.de/en/
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Sessions  
Papers will be presented in thematic sessions or panels. Thematic sessions will 
accommodate individually submitted papers of no more than 20 minutes, grouped according 
to thematic areas and followed by a 5-minute discussion. Within the thematic areas, short 
presentations on new projects or updates concerning running projects will also be held; 
these will last for 10 minutes, followed by a 5-minute discussion. Panels are organised in 
advance around specific topics and will encompass up to eight 20-minute slots. Panel 
organisers should please determine the chair(s) for their panel in advance.  

In addition, six keynote speeches on Friday afternoon will address the most recent 
and interesting developments in different fields within our discipline. 
 
Posters  
Posters will be displayed for the duration of the Congress in a dedicated area. They should 
be printed as A0-format (width 84.1 x height 118.9 cm, i.e., 33.11 x 46.81") and handed over 
to the organising team at registration. We would like to remind you that a prize can be 
obtained by the three posters adjudged to be the best (500, 300, and 200 Euros 
respectively). At registration, each participant will receive a voting slip with which they will 
be able to submit their preferences until the end of Thursday. 
 
Book exhibitors  
Book exhibitors can register following the same link as given above, 
https://papyrocongress2025.uni-koeln.de/en/registration/registration. They are also kindly 
asked to contact us directly at contact-papyrocongress2025@uni-koeln.de no later than 
March 31, 2025.  
 
Gala dinner  
The gala dinner is included in the registration fee for all booking categories. To avoid waste, 
you will be asked at a later stage whether you wish to participate or not. No refund of the 
gala dinner will be possible.  
 
Accommodation, childcare  
Congress participants are responsible for booking their own accommodation. Suggestions 
and a tool to find accommodation options can be found at https://papyrocongress2025.uni-
koeln.de/en/registration/information-on-hotels.  

Please note that options for childcare that were mentioned in the first Circular Letter 
can no longer be provided due to organisational reasons. 
 
Excursions  
Information on activities for Wednesday afternoon will be provided in due course.  
 
Contact  
contact-papyrocongress2025@uni-koeln.de 

https://papyrocongress2025.uni-koeln.de/en/registration/registration
mailto:contact-papyrocongress2025@uni-koeln.de
https://papyrocongress2025.uni-koeln.de/en/registration/information-on-hotels
https://papyrocongress2025.uni-koeln.de/en/registration/information-on-hotels
mailto:contact-papyrocongress2025@uni-koeln.de

